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The Society of the Chou Dynasty, as Observed
Through ¢Shih Ching”

by
Kao Pao-kuang

Ancient Chinese history is synoptically recorded and focuses almost completely on
aristocratic and governmental affairs. No detailed descriptions about the social
activities and the general customs of the people are available. As a consequence,
when trying to study the social history of ancient China, the material is often
limited.

“Shih Ching” is the collection of ancient Chinese poems which was written
either by some aristocrats or by the plain people from the sixth to the tenth
century B.C. The essence of these poems often came from the emotions; the life of
the poets, however, cerfainly could not be isolated from the society. These poems,
therefore, could be regarded as an indirect historical document of the social back-
ground of the Chou Dynasty.

This paper aims at a thorough study of the following topics:

I. The romances of lovers

II. The hobbies of the individual

III. The economic (agricultural and commercial) conditions of the community

IV. The religious atmosphere

V. The improvement of customs

VI. The people’s impressions of the government.



